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habee rulers. Eiad had been the capital of the 'Aared in the
time of Moseylemah and later; 'Eyfmah had taken that rank
under the Ma'ammer family; while Manfoohah long remained
the head town of Yemamah. Sa'ood, a chief of 'Anezah
extraction, and in consequence of kindred blood to Wall,
Taghleb, and Shomer, had obtained mastery of the village des-
tined to rule Arabia, and held it in vassalage from the Benoo-
Ma'ammer. This was about fifty years before the accession of
his grandson, the first of the family who assumed the title of
king. But Sa'ood the First is regarded in Nejed as the founder
of the family. At his death he was succeeded by his son 'Abcl-
el-'Azeez, and who was in his turn followed by Sa'ood the Second,
the disciple and the patron of the great \Yalihabee. How this
prince was converted to the Wahhabee sect, and with what
zeal and success he exerted himself in its propagation, I have
already described with sufficient minuteness, His reign was
long, occupying from first to last nearly fifty years, and before
he died he saw his authority acknowledged from the shores of
the Persian Gulf to the frontiers of Mecca. The dynasty of
Ebn-Tfihir inHasa, of Da'as in Yemfimah, of the descendants of
Darim in Kaseem, had each in their turn disappeared before
the conqueror, and his empire had already attained an extent
equal to that which it covers at the present day. But Sa'ood,
no less cautious than enterprising, carefully avoided any
encroachment on the limits of the great powers in contact with
his new empire. The supremacy of Persia in Bahreyn, and its
protectorate in Kateef, were respected by the Noj clean; Elm-
Ha'eed, the monarch or sultan of 'Oman, could complain of no
aggression, nor had the sacred frontiers of the Meccan ILanmi
been as yet violated, or any risk incurred of Turkish and
Egyptian animosity. Sa'ood himself seems to have been not
only victorious abroad, bub popular at home ; he was a patron
of learning and study wo far as compatible with the tenets of
his own sect; and while he cooperated vigorously in the propa-
gation of "Wahhabee doctrines, lie did not neglect to adorn his
capital with religious and national monuments calculated to
feed the pride and to augment the veneration of his subjects.
The ruins of an enormous palace, and of a scarce less enor-
mous mosque at I)erey'eeyah, even now remain to attest the